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SHIRE OF BOYUP BROOK

SEPTIC TANK SPECIFICATION

July 2004
Revised February 2014
A Septic Tank application is required when submitting new house plans or when altering or adding to an existing system (eg. replacement of leach drains) and the installation of Aerobic Treatment Units (ATU).

Septic Tank Application Forms can be obtained from the Shire of Boyup Brook reception or from the Department of Health website www.health.wa.gov.au 
Septic tank apparatus must comply with the Health (Treatment of Sewage and Disposal of Effluent and Liquid Waste) Regulations 1974.

FOR PROMPT PROCESSING YOUR SEPTIC APPLICATION SHALL

· Where applicable, be submitted with a building permit application;

· Show a site plan to scale identifying contours, boundaries and building;

· Show all sanitary fittings and fixtures;

· Detail all dimensions and measurements of the system;

· Provide the name of the plumber or contact person and their phone number;

· Be accompanied by the appropriate fees.

You may only commence installation when approval has been obtained.

APPROVAL BY THE SHIRE OF BOYUP BROOK

The Shire of Boyup Brook can approve septic tanks where it will serve a single dwelling or a building that produces not more than 540 litres of sewage per day. Applications shall be forwarded to the Shire of Boyup Brook- Environmental Health Section and include: -

· Application form

· 2 copies of site plans

Fees tend to change annually, so you are advised to ask the Shire about current fees.
APPROVAL BY DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Should you wish to install an apparatus other than as mentioned above, you will require Department of Health WA approval. The application shall be initially submitted to the Shire of Boyup Brook and include-

· Application Form

· 3 copies of site plans

Fees tend to change annually, so you are advised to ask the Department of Health about current fees.
The Shire of Boyup Brook will assess and provide its own report on the application and forward all documents to the Department of Health.

The Department will then issue either an approval certificate or letter of refusal accordingly.

INSTALLATION OF SEPTIC TANKS

· Plumbing can only be installed by a licensed plumber

· Septic tanks shall not be constructed closer than 1.2m to the foundations of any house, or other building, or the boundary of any lot, unless otherwise approved by the Shire.

· A separate bottom may be provided for each tank in a series type installation if the tanks are spaced between 1.0m and 1.8m apart

DIVERTER DEVICES

· The diverter is to have a concrete box with a hinged metal lid at ground level for protection and easy identification.

· The materials used for construction of diverters are to be of non-corrosive quality for long term maintenance free operation.

LEACH DRAIN SYSTEMS

· “Alternating” Leach Drain Systems, minimum size shall be in accordance with the table below with a minimum distance of 3.6m apart.

OR

· “Non-alternating” Leach Drain Systems minimum size shall be twice the size set for the alternating system in the table below (ie.a 2x6m “alternating” leach drain is the equivalent of a 24m “non alternating” system).

	NUMBER OF BEDROOMS
	SOIL CLASSIFICATION

	
	SAND
	LOAMS & GRAVEL

	· 
	MINIMUM INFILTER-ATIVE 

AREA (M2)
	FRENCH, LEACH OR EVAPORATION DRAIN
	SOAK WELL
	MINIMUM INFILTER-ATIVE

AREA (M2)
	FRENCH, LEACH OR EVAPORATION DRAIN NO. X LENGTH

	2 or less
	18.8
	2x6m
	3
	28.2
	2x9m

	3
	25.4
	2x8m
	4
	38.1
	2x12m

	or more
	4 27.6
	2x9m
	4
	41.5
	2x13m


· Leach drains are to be of level grade and have a final earth cover of no more than 150mm.

· The leach drain shall be an approved reinforced concrete inverted “U” type sections or approved plastic leach drains.  The length of plastic leach drains will generally be greater because the volume is less than the concrete units.
· The leach drain shall not be situated closer than 1.8m from any septic tank, or building, or boundary of a lot, unless otherwise approved by the Shire.

· The septic tank system shall maintain a minimum 30metres clearance from a water source eg creeks. A reduced setback may be allowed by the Executive Director, Public Health.

· Septic tank system distances from bores established for garden water purposes only are determined by the Shire.

A ‘permit to use apparatus’ will be issued by the Shire prior to its use.

	Enquiries can be made by telephone on 9765 1200, by visiting the Shire office between 8.30am and 4.30pm or by email to shire@boyupbrook.wa.gov.au



**DISCLAIMER**

This information sheet is a guide only. Verification with original local laws, Acts, Planning Schemes and other relevant documents is recommended for detailed references. The Shire of Boyup Brook accepts no responsibility for errors or omissions.
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